Defining Study Design Terminology 
These are terms you will find in clinical studies. Match the term with the definition. 
Part 1 
· Null hypothesis – that the relationship between the independent and dependent variables the researchers believe they will prove through conducting a study does not exist  
· Prospective studies – study that moves forward in time, or that the outcomes are being observed as they occur 
· Research hypothesis – relationship between the independent and dependent variables that researchers believe they will prove through conducting a study 
· Longitudinal studies – studies in which variables relating to an individual or group of individuals are assessed over a period of time. 
· Qualitative studies – research that derives data from observation, interviews, or verbal interactions and focuses on the meanings and interpretations of the participants 
· Quantitative studies – research that uses numerical analysis 
· Cohort – a group that shares the same characteristics 
· Control/Control group– patient who does not have the disease or outcome; groups similar in relevant characteristics to experimental group, but do not receive the experimental intervention  
· Retrospective studies – studies that look back on outcomes that have already taken place 
· Sample or sample size – number of units in a population to be studied  
· Single-blind method – method in which either the observers or the subjects are kept ignorant of the group to which the subjects are assigned 
· Double-blind method – method in which both the subjects and investigators are kept unaware of who is actually getting which specific treatment  
· Randomization - any number of mechanisms used to assign participants into different groups with the expectation that these groups will not differ in any significant way other than treatment and outcome 
 
 
Part 2 
· Bias – any deviation of results or inferences from the truth, or processes leading to such deviation 
· Causation – being able to show that an independent variable directly causes the dependent variable 
· Confounding – when an exposure and an outcome are both strongly associated with a third variable  
· Confounding variables – variables that cause/prevent an outcome from occurring outside of or along with the variable being studied 
· Sensitivity – relationship between what is considered a symptom of an outcome and the outcome itself; or percent chance of not getting a false positive 
· Confidence interval – shows the range of values you expect the true estimate to fall between if you redo the study many times 
· Specificity – relationship between not having a symptom of an outcome and not having the outcome itself; or percent of not getting a false negative   
· Exclusion criteria – set of conditions that characterize some individuals which result in being excluded in the study 
· Inclusion criteria – set of conditions that participants must meet to be included in the study 
· False positive – patient without the target condition who has a positive diagnostic test result 
· False negative – patient with the target condition who has a negative diagnostic test result 
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